This study measures the attitudinal change of elementary white students toward Black Americans after reading and participating in teacher directed discussion of social studies multi-ethnic literary materials. In addition to developing the teacher directed reading and discussion approach, the research sought to determine if attitudinal change would occur in both urban and rural schools. One hundred and four whites ages 7 to 7 served as subjects; half of,whom were from urban and half from rural schools. Both schools contained experimental and control groups, the experimental one reading texts with equal emphasis on urban and rural settings and participating in classroom discussion about Black feelings, situations, and contributions. "An Attitudinal Questionnaire Concerning Black Americans", the instrument used in the pre-test and post-test, measured the white children's attitudinal change toward the Negro. The basic conclusion drawn from the experiment is that reading and discussion of multi-ethnic social studies materials can influence attitudes toward Black Americans significantly in white urban children, and favorably in rural children, suggesting that racial harmony can be fostered in a classroom. (SJM) July, 1970 No part of this investigation may be quoted, cited, or used in any manner or form without the author's expressed permission. Attitude dispositions about black Americans in and were acquired by young children of early education age.
, a language arts researcher contended that:
From a research point of view the effects of reading are an uncharted wasteland in an otherwise well mapped territory.
1 1 which suggested that reading may influence attitudes. Over three decades, R. Loudermilk (193 9) , M. Agnes (1949) , P. Witty (1950) , J.J. DeBoer (1951), A.S. McKillop (1 952), J.R. Squire (1956) , and F.L. Fisher (1966) Also within the language arts content field some research was completed
The research study was presented at the National Convention of the National Council for the Social Studies in Denver, Colorado in October, 1971 under the theme, Society in Crisis.
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The author also wished to thank mr. were several writers who supported attitude change through reading.
Within the social studies, few researchers were concerned with multi-ethnic aspects and "attitude change", and almost none investigated multi-ethnic texts, attitude change, and yOung children, ages three to eight. However, some investigations were conducted with young children's political attitudes. Using survey techniques, Greenstein (1965), Hess & Easton (1960) , and Hess & Torney (1968) found that attitudes about pclitical objects existed in seven and eight year old children and secondly, that attitudes in young children were developmental and changed as a function of age related experiences with attitude objects.
Outside the Social Studies and Language Arts, Yawkey (1968 Yawkey ( , 1970 Yawkey ( , 1971 ) using a training and transfer paradigm generally supported the above notions that:
(1) young children, ages three to eight, possessed and/or could acquire attitudinal dispositions toward objects through planned experiences; and, (2) these attitudinal dispositions were developmental and changed with age. Perhaps, like the language arts, the paucity of research with Social Studies multi-ethnic materials, and young children, ages three to eight, may, in part, be explained by the implicit assumption that covert reading experiences influence attitudes.
The present research sought to: Would reading and teacher directed discussion of social studies multi-ethnic literary materials change the subjects' attitudes in a direction favorable to the American Black? This question was the primary concern of the present study.
Throughout this research, attitudes (Krech, et.al., 1962, 177 ) was interpreted as:
An enduring system of positive or negative evaluations, emotional feelings, and pro-and con-action tendencies with respect to a social object.
Method

SOjects
A total of 104 subjects (Ss), ages 7 to 7, served as Ss in the study, One half of the Ss or 2 white children were obtained from an urban school (A) representing middle to upper middle class socio-economic population (SES).
The other 52 white Ss, obtained from a rural school (B), were representattve of a low-middle to middle SES. SES was determined by the white and blue collar occu ations of dhe childrens' fathers.
The rural and urban populations both contained experimental and control Monday through Thursday), 35 minutes per day, in both experimental groups.
The time of the day in which the story and discussion was presented was alternated from morning to afternoon in the experimental groups.
All six multi-ethnic texts were described by the Council on Inter- 
Results
The main hypothesis stated in null form was that there would be no significant difference in attitude change in a direction favorable to the American black for any of the groups.
The one-tailed correlated t-tests (Edwards, 1966) between experimental groups in school A and school B revealed a significant difference between pre-and post-test means. The null hypothesis that multi-ethnic social studies materials, when read and discussed by the teacher and early child students would not change attitudes in a direction favorable to the American black was rejected.
In school A, the urban school, the null hypothesis was rejected on the basis of the observed t-test statistic of -2 .012 ( = . 05, df=25) and the t of 4.708 ( = .05, df=25) required for significance.
In school B, the rural school, the null hypothesis was rejected on the basis of the observed t-test statistic of -4.180 ( =.05, df=25) and the t of
The correlated one-tailed t-test statistics between control groups in school A and B were not significant. In urban school A, the null hypothesis of no difference was not rejected on the basis of the observed one-tailed t-test statistic of -1.420 ( = .05, df=25) and the t of -1.708 ( = .05, df=25) required for significance. In rural school B, the null hypothesis was also not rejected on the basis on the observed one-tailed t-test statistic of -1.300 ( .05, df=25) required for significance.
For school A and school B, pre-and post-test means, one-tailed t-tests, and the = .05 percent points were presented in Tables 1 and   2 respectively. 
Discussion
The present research dealt with Social Studies multi-ethnic materials, attitudes, and children, ages 7 and 7. The major concern of 8 the study was to determine if reading and teacher directed discussion of selected social studies multi-ethnic literary material could change urban and rural children's attitudes in a direction favorable to the black American. First, the most obvious and basic conclusion drawn from the experiment is that reading and discussion of multi-ethnic Social Studies materials can influence attitudes toward black Americans in white urban and rural children, of early childhood age. The current research basically supported previous language arts research (Agnes, 1947; Fisher, 1966) dealing with attitude change and reading with ten and seventeen year old subjects. This study and the investigations of Hess & Easton (1960) , Hess & Torney (1968) , and Yawkey (1968 Yawkey ( , 1970 Yawkey ( , 1971 tended to confirm the importance of the early years of children when attitudinal dispositions and "response sets" are first developed and learned. The current study in school A with its replication and similar results in school B seem to lend greater support and reliability to the present study.
Although results from school A and school B were both statistically significant and in the same positive direction, an unexpected finding independently occurred in the results of the urban and rural schools.
Although intelligence scores, .is measured by Lorge Thorndike Non-Verbal
Tests, between school A and school B did not significantly differ, the statistical results from rural school B, the replication, evidenced a significant treatment effect at the .01 percent point and the urban school A at the .05 percent point. Through a post hoc analysis of the results of this experiment, the populations involved, and "attitudechange theory" (Krech, D., et.al., 1962, 215) , several points may be and thus were not so easily influenced by the multi-ethnic reading and classroom discussion approach. Said differently, the rural subjects may have had simple attitudes while the urban subjects developed multiplex attitudes toward black Americans with simple attitudes more susceptible to change than highly complex and multi-faceted ones (Krech, D., et.al., 1962, 216 ).
There were a number of distinct limitations to this study. The selection of subjects and of the Social Studies materials, the construction of the attitude questionnaire with possible sensitization effects from re-administration, and its methodological procedures were several such limitations. Reading and discussing selected multi-ethnic social studies materials by the teacher and an urban early childhood class indicated a statistically significant attitude in a direction favorable to the American black. stu 2.
In a rural white early childhood class, reading and discussing multi-ethnic social studies materials by the teacher and the class indicated a favorable attitude change in whtie children toward the American black.
3.
The replication of the experimentation in school B in terms of school A, both indicating statistically significant differences in relation to their respective control groups added some reliability to the hypothesis that reading and discussion of the social studies texts would change selected subjects in school A and B in a favorable direction to the American black.
Further research might suggest solutions of how reading changes attitudes and some of the factors that influence these changes. What implications does a favorable attitude change in an early childhood and elementary child toward minority groups have in ternm of social studies curriculum construction in present American schools?
